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BEAUTY

'90s frosted lips are
making a comeback:
Here's how to master

the look
By Fiona Embleton

August 12, 2022

Here’s how to keep the look fresh and modern

All products featured on Vogue are independently selected by our editors. However, when you
buy something through our retail links, we may earn an affiliate commission.

Thirty years on from the era that gave us Friends, scrunchies and jeans so low-
slung they’re practically below sea level, beauty is still riding the crest of a Y2K
revival. But it’s the riffs on '90s lip trends that have piqued our interest, from
contrasting lip liner to the latest revival of frosted lipstick that Kate Moss and
Pamela Anderson made their signature.

"Frosted lipstick was always a beautiful hybrid product," says makeup artist
Caroline Barnes, who has worked with celebrities including Kylie Minogue
and Diane Kruger. "It has the texture of a balm with the shaping power of a
gloss," she adds, noting that she doesn't believe our new-found love of frosted
lipstick is a flash-in-the-pan fad.

What keeps the look from venturing into '90s territory is more refined
formulas; instead of defaulting to traditional glitter-heavy details, the 2022
update is more understated and wearable. This, says Barnes, is thanks to
"pigments that are duo-chromatic so you get the fullest possible lip shape with
the least effort."

The sentiment is echoed by Violette Serrat, a French makeup artist and creative
director of make-up for Guerlain, who studied the nuances of a peacock
feather in order to create the new Rouge G Luxurious Velvet Metal Lipsticks,
which are shot with an all-important but barely-there shimmer.

"Pigments are raw materials, so normally the metallic pigment size and colour
is very inflexible," explains Violette. In order to create a formula that doesn't
read as cyber-like or too metallic, the pigment had to be made much smaller
than normal. "I wanted a matte lipstick that glides on for perfect pigment
payoff but has a little metallic coating to turn on the colour in the light," she
adds.
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Crucially, as well as improved reflective properties, today's frosted lipsticks are
warmer in tone for a suits-all sheen without the dreaded chalkiness. Barnes
recommends MAC Frost Lipstick in Gel and Tom Ford's Soleil Neige Sunlit Rose
Lip Balm, a pretty baby pink for those dipping their toes into the trend.
Likewise, Charlotte Tilbury Pillow Talk Diamonds Lipstick in Pillow Talk
Diamonds is a universally-flattering nude with a three-dimensional finish.

For those wanting to make a bolder statement, try a swipe of Byredo's Colour
Stick over cheeks and lips, in vivid rainbow hues including Kinda Blue and
Mesolithic, a metallic plum with pink flecks.

Fenty Beauty now offers glossy top coats with a hint of irridecense "so you can
transform any lipstick into a frosted look," says Barnes. Slip Shine Sheer Shiny
Lipstick in Quartz Candy is totally sheer so it can sit atop any lipstick shade to
dial up the shimmer. While Cookies Et Cocoa is reminiscent of '90s iconic
brown lipstick when worn alone.

And lest we forget the OG of gleam: Lancome Juicy Tubes in Hallucination,
which imparts a subtle golden glimmer to dark lips.

MAKEUP SHOPPING

Rouge G Luxurious Velvet Metal Lipstick in
829
Guerlain

SHOP NOW EUR 43

Frost Lipstick in Gel
MAC Cosmetics

SHOP NOW EUR 19

Soleil Neige Sunlit Rose Lip Balm
Tom Ford

SHOP NOW EUR 51

Pillow Talk Diamonds Lipstick
Charlotte Tilbury

SHOP NOW EUR 28

Colour Stick in Kinda Blue
Byredo

SHOP NOW EUR 31

Colour Stick in Mesolithic
Byredo

SHOP NOW EUR 31

Slip Shine Sheer Shiny Lipstick in Quartz
Candy
Fenty Beauty

SHOP NOW EUR 20

Slip Shine Sheer Shiny Lipstick in Cookies
Et Cocoa
Fenty Beauty

SHOP NOW EUR 20

Juicy Tubes in Hallucination
Lancome

SHOP NOW EUR 24
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