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Slow Scent - Upcycled Fragrances Are The New
Movement In Sustainable Perfume
—— Giving discarded petals, wood chips and even pollution new life.
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The Ingredients List - Breaking down the what, where
and why of natural and eco-friendly beauty.

perfume made with alcohol that
started out as pollution. A
sophisticated cedarwood note from

leftover sawdust. Meet the new breed of
upcycled fragrances: quiet rebels that literally
trash the rules of traditional perfumery and take
familiar notes from unexpected places. Zero
waste is the new playground of perfume – and
it’s refreshing as hell.

For the uninitiated, ‘upcycling’ is a process
where leftovers are re-imagined to produce something new rather than ending up
in landFll. Re-using deadstock – old garments and fabric scraps – is already an
antidote to ‘fast fashion’. So it was only a matter of time before the idea crossed
into the beauty sphere and waste coffee grounds found their way into body scrubs,
closing the loop on our skincare.

Now, as a new post-pandemic
mood blows in, some of the
world’s most pioneering
perfumers are setting their
sights on circular fragrance and
‘slow scent’. 'It's pretty amazing
what we can do when we're
resourceful,' says Bee Shapiro,
New York Times beauty
columnist and founder of Ellis
Brooklyn fragrances. 'I love that
with upcycled ingredients,
we're using waste, or something

that was going to get tossed anyway, and we’re turning it into a beautiful scent
ingredient. It's truly a clean way to approach fragrance.'

What are upcycled perfumes?
Upcycled fragrance notes are derived from waste and discarded natural
ingredients, such as fruit, wood pulp or spent rose petals. An appealing
characteristic is that they cut back on growing and harvesting new materials,
which saves on water and land, not to mention over-farming of ingredients such as
sandalwood.

'Natural ingredients are very focused on where they are grown,' says Shapiro.
'Upcycling puts the focus on how and where the materials are reclaimed.' Given
that the fragrance industry produces 92 million tonnes of waste each year during
the manufacturing process, making sure these by-products are reused, rather than
ending up as landFll, is a huge victory-blow for the planet.

How are upcycled fragrances
made?
The Frst luxury perfume created by upcycling was Etat Libre d’Orange 'I Am Trash'.
Alongside unwanted apples from the food industry, it takes rose petals and
sandalwood chips already used in other fragrances and distills them a second time.
'Upcycling is progressive – there is simply no future without reprocessing our
trash,' says founder Etienne de Swardt. 'There’s also something poetic about
connecting beauty with waste.'

Some repurposed waste, however, comes from pretty unexpected places. Shapiro
uses jasmine left over from Indian religious ceremonies. Others, including Issey
Miyake 'A Drop d’Issey' and The Nue Co. 'Forest Lungs', distill cedarwood oil from
wood pulp and sawdust shavings otherwise wasted by the furniture industry.

ELLE Edit: Upcycled Scents

TANTRUM

Boy Smells
£105.00

S H O P  N OW

This intoxicating mix
of peppercorn, mint,
bergamot and vetiver
sits atop cedarwood

atlas essential oil
that’s been distilled
from byproducts of

the furniture industry.
It’s the sort of bold,

boozy, sexy fragrance
that’ll give you moves

like Jagger on the
dance [oor.

I AM TRASH/LES
FLEURS DU

DÉCHET

Etat Libre D'Orange
£125.00

S H O P  N OW

What the uber cool
moniker doesn’t tell

you, is that this scent
will put you in a
perennial state of

happiness as soon as
it hits your skin. It

starts as a day-
brightening, fruity

confection of apples
from food industry
waste, while twice-
distilled rose petals

and sandalwood chips
makes it inFnitely
more earthy and

interesting than your
basic [oral, woody

scent.

SALT EAU DE
PARFUM - £100

Ellis Brooklyn

S H O P  N OW

You could say that
Ellis Brooklyn

founder Bee Shapiro
attempted to bottle

summer and
succeeded. Here sea
salt, musk and warm

cedarwood oil
extracted from

sawdust combine with
heady jasmine

repurposed from
religious ceremonies
in India. Think sun-

warmed and aquatic,
like damp skin after a

swim. 

A DROP D'ISSEY
EAU DE PARFUM

Issey Miyake
£38.00

S H O P  N OW

Mindfully crafted
fragrances have

become a signature
for Issey Miyake.
Sustainable notes
huddle together in
this softly-spoken

scent, including an
extract of vanilla,

obtained using
renewable carbon

from plastic recycling,
and a cedarwood note

distilled after more
than six hours from

the sawdust left over
from cabinet making.

The addition of
orange blossom,
almond milk and

musk make it
inFnitely wearable.

FOREST LUNGS

The Nue Co
£85.00

S H O P  N OW

Best described as
strangely beautiful,
this crisp, woody

scent smells exactly
like a misty forest at
dawn. For that, you

can thank the
upcycled cedarwood,
pine, earthy vetiver

and tart citrus notes.
It also has science on
its side and bottles

phytoncides, airborne
substances naturally
produced by trees,

that have been shown
to melt away stress.

INCENSE WATER
EAU DE PARFUM

Sana Jardin
£95.00

S H O P  N OW

With orange blossom,
rose, sandalwood and
patchouli, this smells

less like a damp
church and more like
a [orist that’s been
Flled with soft puffs

from an incense stick.
Given that 900 tonnes
of orange blossom by-

product is typically
sent to landFll in

Morocco each year,
the brand has also set
up a co-operative for
its pickers. Here they
upcycle the surplus
wax for candles and
create orange [ower

water, which they
then sell

independently at local
markets. 

Is upcycling the future of
fragrance?
That these ‘trashed’ ingredients smell so good merely adds to their universal
appeal. Despite its name, 'I Am Trash' is gorgeous: warm, fruity and surprisingly
feminine. Ellis Brooklyn 'Salt' smells so much like sea-licked skin you’ll struggle to
keep your nose away from your wrists. While Boy Smells 'Tantrum', with its in-
your-face notes of peppercorn, bergamot and upcycled cedarwood, is like perfume
stomping in six inch stilettos.

Upcycled materials are also said to produce a more complex smell than straight-up
perfume oils. 'Initially I was concerned that they would have a diluted quality, as
many are created from previously distilled materials, but it's exactly the opposite,'
says Belinda Smith, founder of New York-based St. Rose. 'Instead, the olfactory
quality is unique and makes certain facets more intense, which is an amazing way
to intentionally in[uence a composition in a certain direction.' For St. Rose
'Vigilante', this includes rose petals, discarded in the process of making rose oil,
which now smell spicier and conjure up smouldered embers.

Given that Givaudan — one of the world’s largest fragrance manufacturers —
creates both Etat Libre d’Orange and St. Rose speaks volumes about the increasing
popularity of upcycling. But possibly the most exciting development comes from
Coty, which produces lines for Gucci, Chloe and Calvin Klein. By 2023, its scientists
plan to include alcohol made out of pollution from industrial sites, including steel
mills, in the majority of its fragrances. A bioreactor collects those emissions rather
than dumping them into the atmosphere; bacteria eat the pollution and turn it into
alcohol, a popular carrier ingredient.

While Jules Miller, founder of The Nue Co. is hopeful about the future, she warns
that there is potential for greenwashing. 'Using one upcycled ingredient does not
immediately make your brand sustainable.' Still, upcycled fragrance notes are here
to stay and as Smith puts it: 'I’ve always loved a bit of a quiet rebel. That
unconquerable spirit is inspiring and contagious.'
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Is Eco Monodosing Making Skincare Sustainable?

‘Blue Mind’ Fragrances Factually Make You Happier
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Pico Union

View profile

View more on Instagram
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boy__smells

MODERN MYTHOLOGIES — TANTRUM enables you to speak your truth and unlock your voice to shatter
expectations. It’s about not being afraid to be loud and shatter the glass ceilings. This is our retelling of
the Greek myth of Pandora, whose yearning and curiosity starts an explosive punishment of humanity at
the hand of Zeus.  
 
It is good to let our curiosities rock the boat, to question what is right, and use our voices to bring about
needed change. That is the cure, not the cause, of the ills of humanity. 
 
The scent is a vibrant cocktail of demanding green and black peppercorn, infused with splintering
textures of cedar and vetiver. 
  
Defiance is a thing of beauty with TANTRUM.   
⠀   
⠀   
Image credits —⠀   
1. TANTRUM by @chandeliercreative⠀   
2. Pandora by John William Waterhouse (1896)⠀   
3. Nicolas Henry Tardieu, Book 4, Fable 7: Pandora (1719) 
 
⠀   
#boysmells #colognedeparfum #finefragrance #perfume #eaudeparfum #eaudetoilette #cologne
#candles #genderful #genderfulness #ismellbs #whatsyourmythology
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