
Eyeliner was back with a vengeance on the AW21 runways. Here’s
how to reinterpret the look two different ways
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buy something through our retail links, we may earn an affiliate commission.

Black eyeliner is nothing new. Long before makeup artists executed the perfect
smokey eye on social media, Cleopatra and her fellow Ancient Egyptians used
kohl – concocted from water, oil, animal fat and the mineral galena – to trace
their eyes. Since then, it has become a calling card for music and fashion icons
such as Brigitte Bardot, Prince, Twiggy and, queen of the feline flick, the late
Amy Winehouse.

Today, eyeliner is the little back dress of our makeup repertoire. You can dial it
up with razor-sharp graphic lines or dial it down with smudgy rims of black
eyeliner. You can ring fully around the eye – or not.

Should you need more convincing of its chameleon properties look no further
than luxury fashion house Chanel. Global creative makeup and colour
designer Lucia Pica first dreamt up a feminine punk look – heavily kohled eyes,
disjointed double-edged wings – for Chanel’s Cruise show in early 2021. More
recently, she has every beauty editor swooning over the reverse cat-eye she
created for the Metropolitan Métiers D’Art 2021/22 show, which featured a
super long wing.

Related: Everything you need to achieve the perfect 'holiday red' lips

Party season is the opportunity for an experimental take on this timeless
product. Here, how to recreate the two eyeliner looks that are having a serious
moment right now:

Dior AW21.

Grungy eyeliner
“I adore this look because it is all about being imperfect,” says Copenhagen-
based makeup artist Marie Thomsen of the blurred out take on 1990s liner.
“You don’t have to worry about drawing completely straight lines. The key to is
get out of your comfort zone and be a little sloppy with your product
application.” In other words, like a smokey eye that’s been slept in.

To draw on grungy eyeliner, Thomsen recommends using a cream formula.
“It’s more malleable,” she says. “Using a small soft brush, line along the top and
bottom lash lines and then take a cotton swab to smoke it out. For added
intensity, apply a matte black eyeshadow over the liner, pushing it as close to
the lashes as possible.”

Related: Let 2022 be the year of over-the-top makeup
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Double-winged eyeliner
At the opposite end of the spectrum is the double-winged eyeliner trend that is
one part graphic and a whole lot of rock-and-roll. “This look has to be
immaculately on point to look sophisticated,” says Thomsen. Simply put, it
involves drawing along the top and bottom lash lines, winging both lines out
at the corners but keeping a blank space in between to elongate and open up
the eye.

For precision, trace in the liner with a pencil first. “When you’re happy that the
lines are even and the outer wings aligned, go over the top with a waterproof
pen,” instructs Thomsen, recommending the NYX Cosmetics Epic Eyeliner Pen.

Erase any mistakes with a cotton swab dipped in micellar water. “You can even
use it to sharpen up the wings and ensure the tips are extra pointy,” she adds.
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This is how to
wear eyeliner right

now
By Fiona Embleton

January 7, 2022

Stylo Yeux Waterproof
Chanel

SHOP NOW EUR 30

Gel Eyeliner
Face Stockholm

SHOP NOW EUR 23

263 Small Angle Brush
MAC Cosmetics

SHOP NOW EUR 15

Pro Longwear Fluid Eyeliner and
Brow Gel
MAC Cosmetics

SHOP NOW EUR 19

Epic Ink Liner Shade 01
Nyx

SHOP NOW EUR 10

Eyeliner Pen 164 Black
Nilens Jord

SHOP NOW EUR 10

Kush Liquid Eyeliner
Milk Makeup

SHOP NOW EUR 18

Pure Arctic Miracle Bi-Phase Micellar
Water
Lumene

SHOP NOW EUR 10
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Métiers D’Art Maquillage
Chanel @ Chanel 2021
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